However, the caucus has grown over the past twenty three years to become one of the most influential and dynamic groups in Congress today. 3 According to CBC officials and several congressional staffers, the Democratic leadership of the House consults the CBC leadership on all major policy issues and before making policy decisions.
Today there are forty members of the CBC. This represents an increase of sixteen members from the 102nd Congress largely because of congressional reapportionment. Traditionally, the CBC members are Democrats. Thirty-eight are voting members of the House including one Republican, with one nonvoting House member and one
Senator. The CBC grants associate memberships too non-blacks that support CBC programs and initiatives. There are currently thirtysix associate members. 4 "The CBC meets weekly when Congress is in session to discuss strategy and policy matters of significance to caucus members. In order to further the policy objectives of the CBC, the members have organized themselves into eight task forces:
business and finance; community development; crime and violence;
health; education and welfare; international affairs; labor and industry; and science and technology." 5 Caucus members have been extremely "successful in rising to strategic positions on House Committees to effect needed changes in federal policies. Today a CBC member holds the office of Chief concerning Africa are largely a result of actions taken by the CBC, 26 by pressures generated by the news media, or because natural disasters such as mass starvation in Ethiopia occurred. There is a general perception among some congressional staffers and think tank officials that the CBC's influence on domestic and foreign affairs is significant and increasing every day. For example, the CBC was instrumental in delivering 37 votes to support President Clinton's budget which passed the House by two votes. 27 Other illustrations of the effectiveness of the CBC is reflected in the following statement from Graeme Browning, a reporter for the National Journal.
"Plying the power of that bloc with remarkable effectiveness, the Black Caucus blocked floor debate on the enhancedrecession bill for two weeks in April, forced the House Democratic leadership to add $920 million in funds for summer jobs for urban youth to the supplemental spending bill in May and in July made itself a force to be reckoned with in conference deliberations over the budget reconciliation bill." when American troops deployed to Somalia, there was no opposition from these and other black leaders. This is a testament to the CBC's expanded role and influence in foreign affairs and it's 12 increased importance and prestige in the black community. In the final analysis, the bill successfully passed despite the CBC's opposition.
When President Clinton withdrew Lani Guiniers' nomination for assistant attorney general, he was snubbed by the CBC on June 9, 1993 when they rejected his invitation to meet at the White House to discuss the issue. The caucus may want to consider adding additional staff to address the specific concerns of individual constituents.
CONCLUSIONS
The CBC is the most powerful black group in the U.S. today.
The CBC is a recognized power broker which yields considerable influence with the Clinton Administration and Congress. The black community also perceives the CBC as being one of the most influential groups in the nation as well. Their acceptance is measured in how well they are treated in the black press. This group has the ability to effectively influence foreign and domestic policies. The caucus strength lies in its ability to form coalitions, make political deals, and otherwise effectively use the political process to achieve organizational objectives. As such, the organization has the moral and political obligation to serve as the leader for spearheading development of a coherent American foreign policy for Africa. For if the caucus doesn't take positive action in this area, then perhaps no one will. According to several Congressional staffers, there is still quite a bit of antiAfrican sentiment in the U.S. Therefore, a major challenge for the CBC is to maintain an organized disciplined group that does not splinter into rival fractions. The organization must remain focused and committed to effectively changing U. S. policies regarding Africa. In this manner they can be most effective while simultaneously achieving their legislative goals regarding Africa. Therefore, the time is right for CBC to take the initiative, seize the lead and serve as the catalyst for such an effort. because it continues to be the "only system which guarantees individual civil and human rights".
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American resources are limited and thus the country must be selective and creative in finding ways to achieve and support democratic reforms. In this regard, the U.S. must select major regional African powers such as Nigeria, Liberia, and South Africa and provide these countries the wherewithal so they can be effective leaders, provide democratic role models, and be the stabilizing forces on the continent.
Special emphasis must also be placed on effectively using African organizations like the Organization of African Unity (OAU), and The foreign policy initiatives will be adopted for Africa by the U.S.
government. The CBC must awaken the collective conscience of America, be the leading advocate, and serve as the catalyst to promote change for America to adopt a more progressive policy toward Africa. It is my contention that without U.S. leadership and a strong commitment from the UN, Africa will certainly continue to deteriorate and become a "forth rate" continent.
Finally, CBC members must be more accessible to the average citizen. Furthermore, the CBC staff is not adequately staffed to provide professional staff support services. The small three person staff is overworked, overwhelmed, and as a result does not provide quality service nor is it responsive to the needs of its constituents. Their inability to properly function as a staff agency detracts from the overall professionalism and reputation of the CBC.
RECOMMENDATIONS
My recommendations focus on two areas for further research.
The first area deals with conducting a comprehensive analysis of all legislation dealing with the CBC. That is to determine how many bills were sponsored or co-sponsored by CBC members and of these, how many were enacted into law. This would also include an examination of foreign policy legislation. A comparison between FY 30 93 and FY 94 would be a good starting point. An analysis of this nature could further strengthen the findings contained in this report.
The second recommendation is to design and conduct a survey of all members of the CBC, other key House democratic leaders, and influential members of the black community. The purpose of the survey is to provide for a more quantitative and scientific approach to data collection, and thus a more comprehensive study.
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The future looks bright for the CBC to assume a greater leadership role and become more of an advocate for Africa.
However, the outlook for Africa is very dismal. Since the U.S. has done very little in Africa, any new initiatives such as increasing foreign aid will result in instant payoffs for the country« We must be cautious however, in that we do not over commit ourselves.
Our ultimate objective should be to get Africans to be responsible for Africa. America's role should be that of an advisor providing limited resources to insure adequate economic, social and political development.
One major challenge facing the CBC today is the impact that recent federal court and Supreme Court decisions have had on redistricting. The courts in cases involving North Carolina and Louisiana ruled that "racial gerrymandering" is essentially unconstitutional, particularity when bizarre districts are drawn.
However, the courts failed to provide guidelines on how states might select minority districts. The Louisiana case offers the Supreme Court the opportunity to correct this problem. "The Supreme Court, which all but asked for the job in its 1993 opinion 
